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The U.S. government is growing more and more authoritarian, with the expanding repression of 
social movements and whole sectors of society. Through the FBI and other repressive police 
forces, the U.S. government is threatening, harassing, beating and jailing leaders and activists 
standing up for peace, justice, equality and liberation. The U.S. government’s aim is to 
intimidate and stifle our important movements for social change, including the student 
movement. From the perspective of the Department of Homeland Security, this is the war at 
home on anyone who speaks out or demands change.  
 
The latest wave of repression, starting under President Bush and expanded under President 
Obama, serves the one-percent--rulers of the U.S. Empire. This new era of repression began in 
2001 and continues with the racist and bigoted targeting of Arab-Americans and Muslims. Next 
it expanded to progressive anti-war and international solidarity activists with the FBI raids and 
Grand Jury subpoenas claiming to investigate “material support for terrorism”, in relation to 
solidarity with Palestine and Colombia. Then in response to the Occupy Wall Street movement, 
we saw police wrapping young students in nets and pepper spraying them at close range. 
Eventually there were waves of repression, arrests, confiscation of people’s belongings, police 
violence, beatings and tear gas as witnessed in Oakland, aimed to put an end to Occupy. This 
repression was coordinated at the highest levels of the U.S. government and swept tens of 
thousands of people off public parks and squares.  
 
Anti-War 23 
On Friday, September 24, 2010, the FBI raided 7 homes and an anti-war office in Minneapolis 
and Chicago. The FBI subpoenaed 23 activists to testify before a federal grand jury, including 
Tracy Molm of Students for a Democratic Society. These activists organized the protests 
outside the 2008 Republican National Convention in St. Paul. The 23 activists refuse to testify 
before the grand jury. The tremendous movement response to the FBI raids included over 70 
protests on one day, and hundreds of solidarity statements from student, labor, immigrant rights, 
religious, and anti-war groups. The same solidarity forces came together to win a victory in 
defending Chicano leader Carlos Montes of Los Angeles. The Committee to Stop FBI 
Repression is now demanding that Assistant U.S. Attorney Barry Jonas, publicly drop his 
investigation of the anti-war 23 and return the belongings of Hatem Abudayyeh in Chicago. 
Jonas is the prosecutor who put the Holy Land Five in prison.  
 
 
Holy Land 5  
The Holy Land Five are five Muslim charity leaders wrongly imprisoned due to U.S. government 
political repression. They are being punished for publicly sending charity to Palestinians, at a 
time when U.S. domination is being challenged in the Middle East. It should not be a crime to 
send food and medicine to families, or provide education to children. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Barry Jonas is responsible for their imprisonment, and used secret witnesses, a shock video 



unrelated to the case, and hearsay evidence. The U.S. Supreme Court will decide in late 
October whether their final appeal will even be heard. Solidarity with Palestine is not a crime!   
 
Northwest Grand Jury Resistors 
On July 10, 2012, Seattle Police raided an apartment targeting activists in the Northwest. Just 
like the anti-war 23, these activists are being investigated by a grand jury because of their 
political beliefs. In the raids on their homes, the FBI and police took “evidence” of their political 
beliefs - including books and flyers. Katherine Olejnik, former SDSer from Olympia, and Matt 
Duran, are currently being imprisoned for refusing to cooperate with a secret grand jury in 
Seattle. Leah -Lynn Plante was also unjustly jailed for refusing to testify before the grand jury 
and has been released.  
 
Alongside this repression, however, we have seen and been a part of incredible people’s 
resistance. Solidarity campaigns have sprung up throughout the country which continue to 
inspire education around the oppressive tactics the U.S. government uses in an attempt to lock 
up activists, like the grand jury. We should look to the recent victory of Carlos Montes’ year-long 
struggle. A Chicano hero and seasoned political activist, the Feds attempted to throw an 18 year 
sentence at Carlos for his political beliefs, but because of our ongoing solidarity work, Carlos is 
a free man. The Anti-war 23, two years after being subpoenaed to a grand jury, are still waiting 
for their indictments to come down. The fact that it has taken 2 years for the Feds to try to 
create a case should be seen as a cautionary salute to the pressure campaigns we have helped 
maintain. While we are able to recognize our victories, these struggles are still ongoing - there 
will not be an end until there is a public statement that the aforementioned cases are dropped. 
This resolution proposes that we reaffirm our commitment to the fight for justice, equality and 
liberation for all and maintain our work fighting against the repressive forces of the U.S. 
government via the following points:  
 
Be it resolved that:  

● We will continue to organize and fight back against political repression of activists 
and our movements by the FBI and the U.S. government. 

● We stand in solidarity with the Anti-War 23 to demand a public end to the 
investigation by prosecutor Barry Jonas and the grand jury.  

● We are united with the Holy Land Five and demand justice for them and demand, 
“Free the Holy Land Five!” 

● We support the Northwest Grand Jury Resistors and demand the immediate 
release of Katherine Olejnik and Matt Duran and demand the grand jury be shut 
down! 

 
 


