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About 8 months ago, on the night of February 26, in a community not too far from ours, George 
Zimmerman killed a teenager named Trayvon Martin in a racially charged assault. This murder 
sparked much outrage from communities all around the world. In the U.S., we saw a much 
needed period of “racial awakening” for the first time in a long time. Due to this heinous murder, 
the delusion of a “post racial” society was quickly leaving the heads of many Americans, 
especially those of people of color (POC)  and the ever so obvious divide in the justice system 
between people of color and whites were being pushed to the forefront. 

Many groups spawned out of this tragedy promising to take the lead role in fighting institutional 
racism that allowed such a tragedy to take place. At the forefront of this movement, is a group 
called Dream Defender’s, which is a black/brown coalition group dedicated to defending the 
dream of Martin Luther King Jr. and fight everyday racism. Dream Defenders has taken it upon 
themselves to fight voter suppression (which is aimed at minority communities), the school-to- 
prison pipeline (which is pervasive in our society), and many racial inequalities this capitalist 
system we live in perpetuates. At the height of the Trayvon Martin affair, Dream Defender’s 
organized a 40-mile march to Sanford which was in remembrance of the 40 mile march put on 
by civil rights activist during the 60’s. Everything that Dream Defenders does with regards to 
fighting racism will be in remembrance of Trayvon Martin and countless other victims of 
systematic racism. What happened to Trayvon Martin wasn't just an isolated phenomenon; it is 
the result of years and years of systematic and interpersonal racism.  

What happened to Trayvon Martin on that fateful night shouldn’t be the concern only of 
members of the black and brown community, but also to members of all ethnicity, occupations, 
and social standings. We do not live in a vacuum; oppression affects everyone in a society. When 
one social/ethnic/economic group is being held subordinate to another group, it doesn’t mean 
that the other groups can live their life unaffected and insouciant to the matter. Oppression spills 
over into members of all society in many harmful ways as seen in America’s high crime rate, 
high prison population, and most obviously, our high income inequality. 
 
As students coming together to build a better, more “democratic society”, we cannot let racial 
inequality fall beneath our sights. We cannot afford to concentrate on an issue wholly, and not 
realize the intersectionality between many problems in our society. As the largest and most 
influential student group in the United States of America, we must take it upon ourselves to fight 
institutional racism, for the self-determination of African Americans, full equality for all 
oppressed nationalities and make sure a tragedy such as the murder of Trayvon Martin never 
takes place again.  


